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curate in affording information; consequently after the record for
whole parishes had been drawn up, errors or discrepancies in
detail would be discovered which vitiated the whole. Thus
patience had to he exercised in rectifying, recasting or re-writing,
with much cost and trouble, the papers which had been drawn
up. At length, after much revision and modification, a full and
correct record was accomplished.

At the same time tenant-right received a due share of con-
sideration. Some cultivators admitted themselves to be tenants
at will; but others claimed that their holdings should constitute
tenancies, that they were not liable to eviction while they paid
their rent, and that if an enhancement of rent were demanded
it must be judicially fixed As some principle was needed
whereby these claims might be nettled with uniformity, it was
held, after reference to local custom^ that the status thus
claimed should, as a rule, be allowed to those who had been for
twelve years in uninterrupted possession.

Next after the land revenue settlement the matter to which
the Board attached the greatest importance was material im-
provement They were fortunate in obtaining for the direction
of the public works the services of Kobert Napier (now^'Lord
Napier of Magdala), an officer of the corps of Bengal Engineers.

The first project was to open a main lino of trunk
road from Delhi to Peahawar, The viaducts over the Five
Eivers were to be postponed, but the bridging of all lesser
streams in the champaign country wn# to be undertaken,
and especially a good passage made through the ruggwl region
between the Jhelum and the Indus. The road-makers, under
Lieutenant (now Sir Alexander) Taylor, of the corps of
Engineers, immediately grappled with all the engineering diffi-
culties over the whole length of this extensive line, connecting
most of the important stations of the Province with each other
and with the older provinces of India, From this trunk line
there radiated branch lines in every direction* Among these
the most noteworthy was the road from Lahore the capital,
leading southwards to Multan, and ultimately connecting the
Panjab with Sind.